AiDA Topic 1.1 Lesson 1 Homework – Copyright Issues of Downloading

Illegal Downloading of Music – what the British Phonographic Industry has to say

“July 2005

ONLINE MUSIC PIRACY: THE UK RECORD INDUSTRY’S RESPONSE”
“The unauthorised distribution of music over the internet is against the law. It infringes the legal rights of artists and record companies. It has already had an enormous effect on music sales. The British record industry, which is responsible for the lion’s share of the UK’s investment in new artists – which amounts to tens of millions of pounds per year – cannot possibly hope to continue investing in new music if nobody pays for it.”
“Whatever your views on unauthorised filesharing, this is not good news for the wider music industry that currently employs more than 125,000 people in the UK. Nor is it good for the thousands of talented British artists who hope that one day they’ll make a living out of their work.”
Peter Jamieson

BPI Chairman
A survey by an independent market research company has outlined for the first time the true scale of the threat of illegal file-sharing to the UK music industry.

Among its key findings are:

> An estimated 8.0m people in UK are downloading music – 92% of them doing so illegally;

 

> The research shows that spending on music by downloaders fell by a third in 2003;

 

The survey, jointly commissioned by the BPI and the British Video Association, was based on a sample of 3,667 12-74 year olds. The fieldwork was undertaken by market research company TNS late last year.

Questions

1) What is filesharing?
2) What’s wrong with filesharing?
3) What is the BPI doing to try and stop filesharing?
